ST MICHAEL’S
CATHOLIC SCHOOL, ROTORUA
Mission Statement
‘To provide a sound, balanced education in a Catholic environment’

NEWSLETTER – 15th June 2021
Dear Parents/ Caregivers,
Last week we were finally able to enjoy our Mary MacKillop Hikoi.
We started our day celebrating Mass with our St Michael’s
Parishioners and then headed off into our city to follow the footsteps
of Mary MacKillop. Mary, a humble woman who is remembered for
her egalitarian ideas, generosity and courage came to Rotorua in
1902, never thinking that one day she would be honoured as a saint
of the Roman Catholic Church.
Blessed Mary MacKillop trod our dusty streets and ‘took the cure’ in
bath houses near the lake edge. We followed in her footsteps to
discover why she came here, where she went and what her
experiences may have been like over 100 years ago.
The children were impeccably behaved and were wonderful
ambassadors for St Michael’s Catholic School. Thank you to the
parents and grandparents who enjoyed the day with us. A special
thank you to Emma Liley from the Rotorua Museum Education team
who put together an engaging programme for us so we could
experience life as it was for Mary MacKillop 100 years ago.
We have a few important dates coming up for you to be aware of. Next Sunday we have a school Mass
at St Michael’s Church, where fourteen children will celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism. These
children have been attending classes for the past six weeks and are excited to celebrate this special
sacrament with their school friends. We ask all families to bring a plate to share with our community
after Mass.
Book Week is scheduled for Week 9, beginning 28 June. During this week the PTA have planned a
Disco with a Book Character theme. Children are encouraged to dress up as their favourite book
character. Scholastic Books will be on sale during the week.
In Week 10 we will be celebrating Matariki with our annual Showcase. Keep the evening of Wednesday
7 July free.
A reminder that we have a Teacher Only Day on the last day of term, July 9th.The school will be closed,
while the staff attend a Ka Hui Ako PLD day with the Catholic Schools from the Faithbased Community
of Learning.
Ma te atua koutou e manaaki,
May God bless and protect you all,
Rachael McLanachan
Principal
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WHATS ON
Tue 15/6

Rotorua Regional Chess Competition

Thu 17/6

Central Cluster Primary Schools
Cross Country
Student Leadership Conference
Board Election nominations close
PTA Meeting

Fri 18/6
Mon 21/6
Sun 20/6

Mon 28/6

Baptism Mass, St Michael’s Church
8am - Whole School invited
Whole School Mass at St Michael’s
Church - 9.15am
BOT Meeting - 6pm
Book Character week

Thu 1/7

PTA Book Character Disco

Mon 5/7

PTA Hamburger Night

Wed 7/7

Showcase - Evening School Show

Thu 8/7

Caritas Mufti Day - Gold coin donation
Last day of Term 2
TEACHER ONLY DAY

Thu 24/6

Fri 9/7

Scholastic Book orders
Issue 4: Last day for orders is Wednesday 16th June. Orders can be done online by credit card at
scholastic.co.nz/LOOP or you can pay cash at the school office. Every order earns the school free
books and learning resources for our school. - Many thanks

Friday Sausage Sizzle
Every Friday the children can order a BBQ sausage and bread for $2.00. Orders are handed in to
the classroom teacher.

Mid Island Gym Sports School Holiday Programme
OSCAR subsidies are available and must be completed 2 weeks prior to the Holidays
commencing. Copies of the programme are available from the school office. For further enquiries
Email: migsholidayprogramme@outlook.co.nz
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Has your child been involved in a sacramental programme but you as a parent, are not a Catholic and are
interested in becoming one? Has your child been talking about what they are learning about God at school
and you now want to learn more about God?
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) programme started on 2nd June and continues
every Wednesday at 7pm at St Mary’s Church. This is the start of a journey to know Christ, love him and
commit ourselves to him through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist and to
become a member of the Catholic Church. Even though the programme has started, you are very welcome
to join the group. If God is calling you to find out more about his love, then this programme is a great way to
start. (please contact Andrea at the parish office to register your interest - ph 3480289)
Sacraments of Initiation
For older children who have not been baptised (8 years plus), the Sacramental Programme of Initiation
starts in July but enrollments are being taken in June at the church office (St Mary's). Their phone number
is 07-348 0289. This involves the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist (Communion) and
Reconciliation (Confession).
Baptism has been a focus for many of our children and their parents. Here is some information about 2
commonly asked questions.
Why does the Church baptise children?
From the very beginning, the Church has always baptised children as well as adults. Our Lord said: “Unless
a person is reborn in water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” This means that
children should not be deprived of baptism. Children are precious to Jesus. He loves them dearly. He wants
to save them by giving his blessings to them as they grow up in the spiritual family he began, the Church.
We experience the Church and belong to the Church in our local parish. It is there that we gather to worship
God and to learn together about the ways of God. So baptism takes place in our parish Church for it is
there that the parish family gathers.
What is the spiritual meaning of Baptism?
When a child is baptised by the Church, Jesus baptises that child. He sends the Holy Spirit into that child.
The Holy Spirit makes this child a child of God. No man or woman can do that. Only God can make
someone his son or daughter. God does this in the Sacrament of Baptism, and that is why we should
ensure that our children are baptised.
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RIPPA RUGBY-REMINDER
Please remember to return your
rippa rugby uniform to Mrs Goodrick
as soon as possible.

PLAYERS OF THE DAY
For outstanding teamwork and
playing on the day, congratulations
to the following students:
Hockey: Cade Korner (12/6)
Miniball:Snrs-Nyjah Chu-Youde
(4/6) Midgets: Connor Geyer
Football: Grade 5: Georgia Geyer
& Esmee Brooks Grade 8: Lavit
Verma & Owen Bungeroth

CHESS
Our chess players are participating today in the Rotorua Chess Regionals. We wish them all the
best. Many thanks to our tutor Ray Guilford who has been coming in each week guiding our
students. We really appreciate his continued support.
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McDonalds Hamburger Night Fundraiser
The PTA have organised a Hamburger fundraiser Night.
Come along on Monday, 05/07/21
between 5:30pm – 7:30pm
to the McDonald’s Fairy Spring and join everyone for a Dine In
Hamburger Night.
Prepaid Tickets
All whanau & friends are welcome.
There will be a prize for the child with the most sold tickets.
(Forms will be sent home with children this week for orders to be confirmed)

www.stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz Email: admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz PH: 073481362
76 Lisa Crescent, Western Heights, P O Box 8041, Rotorua 3047
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