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St Michael’s School Newsletter 15th September 2020 

 

 
 

 

Mission Statement 
‘To provide a sound, balanced education in a Catholic environment’ 

 

 

NEWSLETTER – 15th September 2020 
 

Happy Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/ Whanau, 
 
This week is Maori Language Week - Te Wiki O Te Reo 
Maori.  The chosen theme for 2020 is  'Kia Kaha te Reo 
Māori’. 

 
‘Kia Kaha’ is well understood in New Zealand English with its meaning of ‘be strong’. We often talk about 
languages as if they are people – talking about language health, strength and revitalisation. So when we 
say ‘Kia Kaha te Reo Māori’ we’re saying  - ‘Let’s make the Māori language strong'.  
Māori language week is an opportunity for concentrated celebration, promotion and encouragement of Te 
Reo Maori. We can all do our part in strengthening Te Reo Maori by: 

 Pronouncing Māori words correctly when speaking English, especially names of people and places. 
 Learn a little, use a little - learn a new phrase 
 Keep improving your language, and share what you know 

 
For more ideas Get Involved 
 
It was great to see new faces at last week's PTA meeting. Thank you to the parents who are getting 
involved in our school, we appreciate the time you give to improve outcomes for our children.  
It looks like we will be moving into Alert Level 1 on Monday next week which means we will be able to 
continue with the Showcase next Thursday. The children are incredibly excited to share their talents with 
our school community. We look forward to seeing our community together after such an unsettled time. 
 

Ma te atua koutou e manaaki, 
May God bless and protect you all, 
 
 
 
Rachael McLanachan 
Acting Principal 

WHATS ON 
Mon 14/9 Life Education Caravan Visit 

Tues 15th Boys High ‘Matinee’ Show for 
Y4-Y6 - 9.30am to 12.30pm 

Wed 16th Making Movie Magic - Galilee 
Out of school Trip for The Ark 

Wed 16th Parent Information evening for 
Camp 2021 Galilee -6pm  TBC 

Thurs 24/9 Whole School Liturgy held in 
the hall 9.15am -‘Mercy” theme 
 
‘Show Case’-Evening- held 
in the hall 6.30pm 
 

Fri 25/9 
Last day 
Term 3 

JPC Sports & Cultural Day 
cancelled 
Mini Marathon – Y1 to Y4-  
notices to follow 

Mon 12/10 Back to School -Term 4 starts 

Wed 14/10 PTA Meeting – 6.30pm 

Thurs 29/10 BOT Meeting -6pm 

ST MICHAEL’S  

CATHOLIC SCHOOL, ROTORUA 

 

https://www.tewikiotereomaori.co.nz/diy-hub/maori-language-week-ideas/
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Coming up:  
Whole School Liturgy 24th September – 9.15am Due to Covid Level 2 we are now holding a liturgy 
in the school hall celebrating ‘Mercy’.  Family and friends are welcome to join us. 
 

History:   

St Michael’s School first 
opened on 5 October 1958 
(nearly 62 years ago) and 
was founded by the Sisters 
of Mercy who emigrated from 
Ireland.  The Sisters wanted 
to create a school where the 
whole child could be 
educated – academically, 
socially, physically and 
spiritually.  The Sisters of 
Mercy staffed the school in 
the early years and gradually 
more lay staff were 
appointed and the Sisters’ 
numbers dwindled.  The last 
Sister on the staff at St 
Michael’s was Sr Teresa 
O’Neill who was Principal for 
18 years and retired in 1996. 

 

 The Irish nuns of the order were the first canonically consecrated 
religious women to become established in New Zealand.  

 The Institute of Our Lady of Mercy had been founded in Dublin by 
Catherine McAuley who created the Order of the Sisters of Mercy 
in 1831.   

 Catherine was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1778.  Dedicating her life 
to caring for the poor, particularly women. 

  Catherine opened the House of Mercy in 1827: a facility built to 
house and educate poor women.  

 
.  

Parish News: 
 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC CHARACTER NEWS 

Covid Lockdown- Level 2 

To attend Mass in the weekend 
you are required to book in. 
The link will be emailed out on 
Friday. 
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Reading Challenge – Yippee!  We won some reading books!! 
 
Some of our children have been participating in the pizza 
reading challenge.  Because of our participation we have 
been very fortunate to have won a selection of winning 
reading books from the 2020 New Zealand Awards for 
children and young adults. 
 
Reminder: -Parents of children participating in this Reading 
Challenge remember that completed pizza wheels are valid 
for redemption until 31 January 2021,  
 
 
 

Tips for parents 
1. Make books a part of family life – Always have 
books around at home. That way you and your children 
are ready to get reading, even if it’s only for ten 
minutes. 
2. Join your local library – Get your child a library 
card.. Let them choose what they want to read to help 
them develop their own interests. 
3. Read about something they’re interested in – 
Help your child find the right book for them. It doesn't 
matter if it's fiction, poetry, comic books or non-fiction.  
4. All reading is good – Don’t rule out non-fiction, 
comics, graphic novels, magazines or leaflets. Reading 
is reading and it’s all worthwhile. 
5. Get comfortable! – Snuggle up together 
somewhere warm and cosy, whether it’s in bed, on a 
beanbag or on the sofa. And make sure your child has 
somewhere comfy to read on their own too. 
6. Ask questions – To keep them interested in the 
story, ask your child questions as you read. Start with 
‘Where did we get to last time?’, ‘Can you remember 
what’s happened so far?’ and 'What do you think will 
happen next?  
 

 
 

 

SPORT NEWS 

 

‘Showcase’ – Concert – 

Every student performing 
 

Thursday 24th 6.30pm – Held in the Mercy Hall 
Don’t forget to return your attendance slip 

 Drama, Dance, Singing, Speeches - Spot prizes, sausage sizzle, raffle! 
 

 “The more you 
read, the more 
things you will 

know.  The more 
that you learn, the 
more places you’ll 

go”. 
Dr. Seuss 
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Flippa Ball: Due to maintenance on the pool at the Aquatic Centre there will be no Flippa ball 

next term. 
 

Lost and Found:  We have one mouth guard and case with no owner, so if you have recently 

lost one please come to the school office. 
 

Congratulations to the following players of the day 
Miniball: 
4th & 11th Sept: - Rangatahi Phillips 
Hockey  
5th Sept: - Cade Korner (Mini’s) Arareina Phillips (Maxi’s) 
12th Sept: - Cefiro Biddle (Mini’s) Alisha Gounder (Maxi’s) 
 

CRICKET COACHING 

Cricket coaching during the upcoming school holidays.  This could be a great way for Years 5-6 
and Yrs 7-10 player to help prepare for the season ahead.  
 

These sessions will be run by Russ Williams who is a professional cricket coach, based out of 
Tauranga, and is the current coach of the BOP Men’s Development team. Amongst his many 
achievements, he has been part of the Black Caps coaching team too.  Normally, he runs only 
private on-on-one coaching opportunities for junior players, but this year in conjunction with BOP 
Cricket and Rotorua Cricket he’s agreed to offer ‘day camps’ for groups of keen young cricket 
players, at $50 per day per child during the school holidays.  
 
Russ will be in Rotorua (based at the Ray Boord Park Cricket Nets, Devon Street)  

 Friday 2nd October (for Years 7-10) 
 Thursday 8th October (for Year 5-6) 

If you’re interested in taking up this opportunity or have any questions, please reach out to Russ 
directly via the contact details in the flyer (russ_coaching@outlook.com) 
 

 

 

THANK YOU MRS COONEY 
Special thanks to our Gymnastic coach Mrs 
Val Cooney.  Without her help our fabulous 
gymnastic team would not have done as well 
as they did in last week’s competitions at 
MIGS. 
 
Well done girls, we are proud of you! 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:russ_coaching@outlook.com
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ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

NEWS 
SCHOOL POLICIES 

 At each BOT meeting - twice a 
term - policies are reviewed.  As a 
valued member of the St Michael's 
School community, you are 
invited to comment on the policies 
that are on the review cycle.  To do 
this go to; 

1. School Docs website -Search for 
St Michael's Catholic School 
Rotorua 

2. Username: stmichaelsrotorua 
and Password: mercy 

3. Click the "Current Review" 
button and the policies for the 
term will pop up.  

4. Should you want to leave 
feedback about the policy, click 
on the green speech bubble and 
this will be sent through to us. 

5.  You can also search any other 
school policy you may be 
interested in at any time. This is 
also where you can find 
supporting documents for each 
policy, they are linked within 
the policy, so just click on the 
blue text. 

6. If you would like to 
communicate with the BOT, you 
are welcome to email our 
independent e-mail address; 
botstmichaels@gmail.com or 
alternatively, send letters to the 
school in an envelope marked 
"Board of Trustees."  

You are also welcome to attend any 
meeting, however, if you would like 
to have speaking rights, you need to 
request this from the chair using 
the email address. 
This email address can be accessed 
by both Alistair Burns (Chair) and 
Jenny Chapman (Deputy Chair) 
 
Our next board meeting is 
Thursday 29th October held in the 
staffroom at 6pm 

School Website: 
www.stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz 

Email: 
admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz 

PH: 073481362 
 

http://www.stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz/
mailto:admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz

