Newsletter
Week 5, Term 4
St Michael's School Rotorua 16th November 2021

Term 4, Week 5
Tēnā koutou kātoa e te whānau,
We count ourselves very lucky at St Michael's that we have managed to
avoid further lockdowns and disruptions to the children's learning but we
all still need to be vigilant about following the level 2 protocols.
That being said, our end of year will certainly look a little different and we
are in the process of working out how our Mass and Prize Giving will look
like under Alert level 2 protocols. We are looking at a number of options
and we will keep you informed as decisions are made.
Our wonderful PTA are still giving the year 6 children their special
farewell lunch and Mrs Marion Brits will be taking them to the Tyburn Monastry for their final retreat.
Reports
School reports will be sent home via email on Thursday 16 December. Please let your child's classroom
teacher know if you would prefer a paper copy of the report.
2022 Classes
The Ark - Year 1/2 - Kate Keaney/ Shayla O'Neill
Eden 6/7 - Year 3/4 - Marion Brits/ Zenobia Knox (2 single cell classrooms)
Galilee - Year 5/6 - Jo Paget/ Kelly Swinton (Job Share)
COVID MANDATE:
From today whanau who volunteer for school events, coach or manage a sports team or help out in
our classrooms must meet mandatory vaccination requirements, that is you must have had your first
vaccination by 15 November 2021 and the second by 1 January 2022. We will require you to provide
evidence of your vaccination status. This requirement has been mandated by the Government and we
have no choice over enforcing it.
Thank you to those who have already produced their vaccination evidence. This information will be
stored under our privacy guidelines and will not be made public. Rest assured that all staff and
volunteers onsite are adhering to the Government mandate.
Alert Level 2 Protocols

Thank-you to our parent community for continuing to adhere to our Alert level 2 protocols around
entering and exiting school quickly, mask wearing and trying to not enter classrooms. We know this is
challenging and we thank-you for your continued support. Please be kind, we are all in this together
and are doing the best we can to get to the end of the year without added stress.
It is with sadness that we farewell our office manager Bronwyn Bartle at the end of this year. Bronwyn
is retiring after 26 years at St Michael’s School.
We are looking to fill Bronwyn’s shoes with someone who has the following attributes:
Honesty and reliability
Confidentiality
Excellent computer skills with the ability to learn quickly
Excellent communication skills
Adaptability and flexibility
Enjoys working with and for children, parents and other staff
A willingness and ability to participate in the special character of our school.
If you are interested in joining our team, please email Rachael McLanachan for a detailed job
description and application pack.
Rachael McLanachan
principal@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz
Rachael McLanachan
Te tumuaki o te kura Hato Mikaere

Special Character
CHURCH NEWS

To book a church mass for this coming weekend we will send out the link
on the school app on Friday. Remember there is a 100 person limit per
mass and attendees must wear their masks.
We are almost at the end of the Liturgical Year.
Next Sunday we celebrate the Feast, CHRIST THE KING and then the New Liturgical Year begins with
the First Sunday in Advent. With all the lockdown and covid restrictions we don’t even realise the
passing of time. But everything goes well as God plans, from the beginning of the world, says Jesus in
the Gospel today Mk13:24-32. He invites us to learn from the signs of the time; “From the fig tree learn
it’s lesson: as soon as its branch be-comes tender and puts out it’s leaves, you know that Summer is
near”. Everything that we see / or happens in the Universe has something to tell each one of us. I am
reminded of a saying; ‘THE STIFFER THE WINTER, THE MORE FRUITFUL WILL BE THE NEW
SEASON’. So, lets hope and pray for the best.
As we don’t find the possibility of the restriction levels coming down, once again we remind everybody
of the need to keep the covid protocol especially wearing the mask and keeping two-meter distance to
protect ourselves and others as much as possible.
Confirmation and Holy Communion: 54 Children are getting ready to receive these Sacraments on
28th Nov. If covid restrictions are eased, Bishop Steve is to administer these sacraments for the
children. Please pray for the Children, their Parents, Sponsors, Teachers, Bishop, Priests, and the
extended families of the children
Yours in the Heart of Mary, Fr Thomas T cmf.
A CALL TO OUTREACH
Everyone is aware of the increased hardships people are now living in. The need is burgeoning and the
workers providing aid are few in God's vineyard. St Vincent de Paul have recently formed a working
relationship with a key Health provider in Rotorua and are requesting people of faith to assist. You
would work with one other on a weekly roster, receiving requests, put food parcels together and deliver
these to the agency. Personal safety and risks have been eliminated. This is a wonderful opportunity
for more to be involved in the call to help serve the poor and vulnerable in our community while also
moving forward together at the same time. Contact Gary 021 159 1135, Bridget 027 305 3172
Here is the link for the New Zealand Catholic Magazine
https://indd.adobe.com/view/707e9a74-c217-46bf-8f04-918203a095a9

BIBLE SPEECH COMPETITION
Congratulations to all students who made it to the finals. I know that the teachers had a difficult job
during the semi-finals as the standard was so high. Father Thomas who attended the end of our finals
who very impressed with the readings and was very complimentary about the readers that he heard.
Well done.
RESULTS
Middle school
1st - Xanda Steed
2nd - Tamia Petersen
3rd - Gia Geyer
4th= Madison Rahurahu
4th= Hunter Hughes
HC - Jerome Assen

HC= Grayson Burns
C - Abigail Horton
C - Zoe Cooper
Junior School
1st= Alida Assen
1st= Emma Hislop
2nd - Esmee Brookes
3rd - Pamodya Jayawickrama
HC - Jerry Aeikuzha John
HC - Billie Tucker
Senior School
1st - Arareina Phillips
2nd - Raina Meha
3rd= - Jessica Todd
3rd= - Tui Stokes-Kaukau
HC - Tommy Walker
C - Michaella Benham
Code = HC=Highly Commended, C= Commended
===========================================================================

WEDNESDAY SCHOOL LUNCHES
To order lunches for Wednesday, please go online using the link below. Lunch orders can be done in
advance using Wednesday calendar days. On the day you want lunch the order must be done by
midnight. No lunch orders can be taken from the school office.

SPORT NEWS

Tough Girl / Guy Challenge
Due to Covid this event has been postponed until 3rd December
Player of the Day for Touch
Our Touch teams enjoyed their first games and it was great to see them working well as a team. Many
thanks to our sport coaches, your support is most appreciated.
Congratulations to the following players of the day:
2/11 (Y5/6) Khloey Benham & Michaella Benham
3/11 (Y3/4) Sonia Wilson
5/11 (1/2) Amelia Knight & Max Clough-Corbett
9/11 (Y5/6) Kaylee Brake
10/11 (Y3/4) Sonia Wilson & Hunter Hughes
12/11 (Y1/2) Kylan Knight & Jethro Joshua Benjamin

Rotorua TBall and Softball
When: 2 musters – Sunday 7th November and Sunday 14th November
Where: Linton Park
Time: 10am onwards
Year: Primary, Intermediate and High School, Adults are welcome.
(players will be put into teams and taught how to play both T-ball and Softball the for the rest of the
year 2021. Primary kids will learn T-ball, Intermediate, High school and Adults will learn Softball
For more Information: Visit the Rotorua T Ball and Softball Facebook Page

Goal: To get a competition going to start next year, 2022.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GYMNASTIC'S TEAM
Last Friday our Team came home with lots of ribbons and medals. We also received a trophy for the
best presented school, so well done team. A huge thank you goes to Val Cooney our volunteer coach,
your tremendous support was most appreciated.

Board of Trustees
Next board meeting Date: 18th November 2021
At each BOT meeting - twice a term - policies are reviewed. If you would like to communicate with the
BOT, you are welcome to email our independent e-mail address; botstmichaels@gmail.com or
alternatively, send letters to the school in an envelope marked "Board of Trustees."

You are also welcome to attend any meeting, however, if you would like
to have speaking rights, you need to request this from the chair using the
email address. This email address can be accessed by both Alistair
Burns (Chair) and Jenny Chapman (Deputy Chair)

Upcoming Events For Term 4
Tue 16th Nov - 19th -School Mural painting with artist Janet
Keen
Thurs 18th Nov - BOT Meeting 6pm staffroom
Sun 21st Nov - First Reconciliation Celebration - 2pm St Mary's
(Sacramental participants)
Tues 23rd Nov - The Ark visit to the Fire Station - 10.30am
Wed 24th Nov - PTA Gala Meeting 6.30pm
Sun 28th Nov - Confirmation Mass Celebration (Sacramental
Participants) 5pm St Mary's
Fri 3rd Dec - Tough Guy/Gal challenge 9.30am / last day for
Salami Fundraiser orders
Mon 6th Dec - Kids christmas Stall opens in the Library during
lunchtimes
Thur 9th Dec - 9.15am Whole School Leavers Mass - St
Michael's Church
Thur 9th Dec - BOT Christmas Function 6pm
Fri 10th Dec - Whole school Bishop Pompallier Liturgy - Mercy
Hall 9.15am
Tue 14th Dec - Y6 Leavers Lunch 12.30pm
Wed 15th Dec - Prizegiving
Thur 16th Dec - School Picnic at the Blue Lake- 9.30am
Fri 17th Dec - Last Day Term 4 - early finishing 1pm
Sat 18th Dec - PTA Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 8.30am to 4pm

REMINDER ORDER YOUR TEAM PHOTO NOW!
Last week Access Keycodes were handed out to those children who had their team photo taken. The
Access Keycode has to be used to order your photo online through Photolife Studios. Last day to
order your team photo online is Sunday 21st November 2021. If the deadline has lapsed you will be
sent to the consumers delivery address at a cost of $6. Any problems please phone photolife Studios
on 0800 501 040.

JOHN PAUL COLLEGE YEAR 7 ORIENTATION DAY
REMINDER

For children starting John Paul College next year, there is an orientation day on Friday November 26th
between 12 noon and 2.30pm. An email was sent out to parents by John Paul College with details and
some attached optional 2022 Music and Speech/Drama registration forms. For those concerned if
you did not received this email please phone Sue Rowles the enrolment officer for John Paul College.

PTA NEWS
Seedlings Fundraiser:
Thank you so much to everyone who supported this fundraiser. It was a huge success and we will
definitely be adding it to our event calendar for next year.
Salami Fundraiser:
There will be an order form going home with the kids shortly. Please support the PTA Basecamp
Salami fundraiser. Last day for orders are 03/12/21 and order pick up will be after school on the
10/12/21 from 2:30pm. Great idea for a Christmas gifts or for your own pantry.
Basecamp Venison Salami - Hand Crafter Manuka Smoked (Dairy / Gluten free) - $30 per 1Kg Salami.
Flavour Options: Garlic, Red wine & cracked pepper, Hot Chilli, Pepperoni, Juniper
GALA 2022 – Meeting
Meeting on Wednesday 24/11/21 at 6:30pm in the staffroom
The PTA are planning a Gala for the end of Term 1 next year. If there are any parents that would like to
be part of the Subcommittee or if you would like to offer your help please come along to the meeting or
email pta@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz. If there are any businesses or Families that would like to help
with contributions or support please email us.

Gala Items:
If anyone has any Teddy’s or toys (especially those McDonald Happy meal toys) that you have kept
aside for us to use for the Gala there will be a box in the office for you to drop off any items. Please
ensure these are in a good used condition.
A huge thank you to the following Gala sponsors to date:
Polynesian Spa; Pig N Whistle & Capers Cafe; Bunnings Rotorua Activity Organizer; Whittakers;
Duck Tour; Redwoods Tree Walk; Cobb & Co; Barkers NZ; Mountain Bike Rotorua; Good Easter;
Canopy Tours; Paradise Valley Lion Park; Mini Golf Rotorua; The Fainting Goat / Fat Dog and
Tendercare
Christmas Stall for the kids:
Stall dates are on the 6th, 7th & 8th December during lunch time in the library.
The kids love the buying gifts that they get to choose for all their family members
All gifts are $3 each.
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 18/12/21:
We have another Bunnings Sausage stall on Saturday 18/12/21 from 8:30am – 4:00pm. We are
looking for enough helpers to divide the day into 3 shifts, we need 4 helpers per shift. Please email
pta@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz if you are able to help
1st Shift: 8:30am – 11:00am
2nd Shift: 11:00am – 1:30pm
3rd Shift: 1:30pm - 4:00pm
Regards,
St Michael's School PTA

SALAMI
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THANK YOU
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