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Mission Statement 
‘To provide a sound, balanced education in a Catholic environment’ 

 

 

NEWSLETTER – 23rd February 2021 

 
Dear Parents/ Caregivers, 
  

The last two weeks have seen our senior children participate in the Hinemoa Water Safety 
Programme facilitated by Te Waiariki Purea Trust.  The children have had the most 
amazing time learning how to keep themselves safe around lakes, rivers and oceans. We 
are so very grateful for the opportunity to participate in this programme.  Thank you to 
Matua Peri for organising this event, and to the wonderful tutors.  We are hopeful that we 
will be able to offer the programme next year too.  
  

Our Catholic Character is at the core of everything we do at St Michael’s Catholic School. 
We are not only “Student Centred” we are “Christ Centred”.  
On Sunday 28 March we invite all whanau to attend the 8am Mass at St 
Michael’s Church.  We believe it is important for our school community to be 
part of our Parish community.  All parents and students signed on to St Michael’s 
Catholic School stating they are “willing and able” to support the Catholic 
Character of the school.  We hope we will see our school community making 
the effort to bring their children to Mass on this occasion.  There will be light 
refreshments in the Crypt after Mass.  
  

Marion Brits and I have spoken to our new Parish priest Father Thomas and he is 
supportive of us running  Baptism Courses at St Michael’s Parish for those who are 
interested in having their child Baptised Catholic. 
Baptisms take place at St Michael’s Church on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month at 
11:30am 

If you are interested in your child receiving this Sacrament please fill out the form at the 
end of this newsletter and return to the school office.  An information meeting will be held 
in the school staffroom on Friday 26 February at 2:30pm or alternatively you can come in 
to school and speak with Marion Brits (DRS) for further details. 
  

On Thursday 4 March our whole school will be attending the 9:30am Mass at St Michael’s 
Church followed by a hikoi to follow the footsteps of St Mary MacKillop.  Mary spent time in 
the early 1900’s in Rotorua and was instrumental in starting Catholic education in Rotorua. 
We welcome all whanau to come along and experience this amazing woman’s life.  
 
 
 

Ma te atua koutou e manaaki, 
May God bless and protect you all, 
  

Rachael McLanachan  
(Acting Principal)l  

ST MICHAEL’S  

CATHOLIC SCHOOL, ROTORUA 
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WHATS ON 
Thur 25/2 Class Mass for The Ark & Eden 

departing school at 8.30am sharp 
BOT Meeting – 6pm 

Fri 26/2 Baptism information afternoon held in 
the staffroom 2.30pm 

Thu 4/3 Whole School- ‘Mary MacKillop Hikoi’ –  

Thu 11/3 Class Mass for Galilee departing school 
at 8.30am sharp 

Wed 17/3 St Patrick’s Day Celebrations-notice 
to follow 

Mon 22/3 to 
24/3 

Y5 & Y6 School Camp- Lake 
Whakamaru 

Thu 25/3 School Mass held at St Michael’s 
Church – 9.15am 

Sun 28/3 Whanau (School & Parish) Mass held 
at St Michael’s Church 8am (please 
note change of date) 

Wed 31/3 Grand Parents Day 

Thu 1/4 Amazing Race – School Easter 
Stations of the Cross 

Friday 2/4 Good Friday – School closed  

Mon 5/4 Easter Monday - School closed 

Tue 6/4 Easter Tuesday – School closed 

Wed 7/4 Back to school 

BOARD OF TRUSTEE NEWS 

Next board meeting Date: 25th Feb 6pm 

(change of date) 
At each BOT meeting - twice a term - policies are 
reviewed.  If you would like to communicate with the 
BOT, you are welcome to email our independent e-mail 
address; botstmichaels@gmail.com or alternatively, 
send letters to the school in an envelope marked "Board 
of Trustees."  

You are also welcome to attend any meeting, however, if 
you would like to have speaking rights, you need to 
request this from the chair using the email address. This 
email address can be accessed by both Alistair Burns 
(Chair) and Jenny Chapman (Deputy Chair) 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Term Dates 2021: 
Term 1: 4th Feb to Friday 16th April (Easter 2nd April 
to 6th April)  
Term 2: 3rd May to Friday 9th July (Queen Birthday 
Weekend 7th June) 
Term 3: 26th July to 1st October  
Term 4: Oct 18th to 17th December – end date to be 
confirmed (Labour Day 25th Oct) 
 
 

End of school day routines 

School ends at 3pm - children can be picked up from; 
 Clayton Road car park  
 May Rd, Convent entrance  
 Lisa Cres entrance  
 Drive through from May Rd through to Lisa Cres.  

If you use the drive through option, remember it is a drive through, do not leave your car.  Your 
child will be waiting on the steps of the hall and they will come to you.  
At 3:15pm a bell will ring for any children who are still waiting to be picked up.  They are then 
to come to the office so the staff know they are still at school.  Bronwyn will then make contact 
with parents/ caregivers. Please do not park across driveways, on yellow lines or on the grass 
verge.  
Sickbay: 
Children often visit the sickbay when not feeling well (headache, sore tummy) or require first aid 
treatment for skinned knees/toes etc.  In general they are only in the sick bay for 5 - 10 minutes, 
receiving treatment, often just in need of a rest and then they return to class/playground.  In these 
circumstances the parents will be notified by email of their sickbay visit.   
In all other circumstances when a child is running a temperature; has ear ache, prolonged sore / 
upset stomach, head lice, suspected fractured limb, knock to the head, deep cuts etc the 
parent/caregivers will be contacted by phone for their child to be picked up from school. 
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LENT: 17th February to 2nd April 
2021 (Easter) 
Lent is 40 days and reminds us of the 40 
days that Jesus spent in the desert fasting 
and being tempted by the devil. Lent is a 
journey, getting ready for Easter.  It is a time 
of preparation and prayer.  It is a journey that 
Catholics repeat every year, following the 
traditions of previous generations. 
 
We were able to have our Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy on 17th February in the Mercy Hall 
and we were reminded that during Lent, we 
work towards growing closer to God by 
praying and trying to do more for others by 
giving our time or money.  It is a time to fast - 
to give up something.  Giving up wine, 
chocolate or beer are common ones for 
adults but Pope Francis challenges to think 
of other ways to fast.  
We pray that everyone uses this time of Lent 
to grow closer to God. 
Marion Brits 
Director of Religious Studies 

MARY MACKILLOP HIKOI (SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS) THURSDAY 4TH MARCH 

On Thursday the 4th March the whole school are being bused down to St Michael’s Church in Lake 
Road in time for Mass at 9.30am.  Following Mass the children will be having morning tea and then 
participating in group activities learning and experiencing life as it was for Mary MacKillop. 

Mary MacKillop Facts 

15 January 1842 – 8 August 1909) was an Australian religious sister who has been declared a saint by 
the Catholic Church, as St Mary of the Cross. Of Scottish descent, she was born in Melbourne but is best 
known for her activities in South Australia. Together with Julian Tenison-Woods, she founded the Sisters of 
St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (the Josephites), a congregation of religious sisters that established a 
number of schools and welfare institutions throughout Australia and New Zealand, with an emphasis on 
education for the rural poor. 

SPECIAL CHARACTER NEWS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Australian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Tenison-Woods
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sisters_of_St_Joseph_of_the_Sacred_Heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sisters_of_St_Joseph_of_the_Sacred_Heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_congregation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nun
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Nathan's talks are very popular with parents, teachers, coaches, leaders and anyone else who is 
interested in learning about the workings of the brain.  Nathan has a profound reputation as a lively 
and engaging speaker. He uses humour and plain language to condense 25 years of neuroscience 
research into his unique ‘tell you how it is’ style. You’ll be absolutely captivated and walk away jam-
packed with more than a few “ah-ha” moments.  

SCHOOL LUNCH DAYS CHANGES FOR KA PAI KAI 
School lunch ordering - we have an exciting new menu which includes Sushi / Don Buri.  Lunch 
order forms were sent home and are also found on the school office front desk. 
 
Lunch order days are NOW Mondays and Wednesdays only.  Lunch orders must be handed 
into the school office before 9am.  Eftpos available. 
 

FISH AND CHIP FRIDAYS –  
UNTIL EASTER 

As we have begun our Lenten journey, we want to promote almsgiving, fasting, and prayer. As a 
Catholic tradition, we are abstaining from meat on Fridays by offering fish and chips as a lunch 
option. The cost of a packet of fish and chips will be $3.50.  Eftpos is available, receipts will 
be given to their teacher. 
 
Orders are taken on Thursday. Students will bring their money into class and give it to 
their teacher/s to place their order. 
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Download The St Michaels School Rotorua App 

 

To download the App Scan the QR code 
For access from a compatible Android or iOS mobile device 

 

Click here to download the app 

Once installed, you can access the app from this icon on your phone's homescreen... 

 
 
Our school app has been updated, you can now see our newsletters and the term dates for 
2021.   

Last week you would have received an alert to update your alert group 
subscriptions for our school ticking your children’s year level. It is really important 
you select the correct Year groups as sometimes an alert is only for that year 
group e.g. the water safety group for Y6 are sent updates each day this week 
giving parents expected times of arrival.    

Many thanks to those parents/caregivers that have updated their group, and a friendly 
reminder to those who have yet to do this.  If you don’t update you will not get any 
alerts/reminders/cancellations etc 
 
Hopefully in the future we will be looking at uploading sports draws, sport registrations forms 
found under the sports sub title on the app.  If there is anything else parents you would like to 
see on the school app please let us know. 

 
 
 
 
Year 5 and 6 Touch begins tonight; first game 5.10pm.   
 
Year 3 and 4 begin tomorrow Wednesday 24th February. First game begins at 5.50pm 
 
Draws can be found at: 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/rotoruatouch/DRAW-RESULTS-STANDINGS/DRAWS-2 
 
Many thanks to those parents who have paid their touch fees. All outstanding fees must be 
paid as soon possible. 

SPORTS 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.school.apps.container
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.school.apps.container
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============== Please cut and return the slip below=================================================== 

 
I am interested in having my child/ children Baptised Catholic 

  

Child’s Name _____________________________________________________ 
  

Caregivers Name _________________________________________________ 
 

(If you prefer you can email the school office to register your interest: admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz Email: admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz PH: 073481362 
76 Lisa Crescent, Western Heights, P O Box 8041, Rotorua 3047 

GARDEN ART 

FESTIVAL SALE 
SATURDAY 27TH FEB – 

SUNDAY 28TH FEB 

10AM TO 4PM 

AT  

20 TUPARA CRESCENT, 

KAWAHA POINT 

 

ALL PROFITS TO LIFE 

EDUCATION TRUST, 

ROTORUA 

 

$5 PER PERSON 

Come support life Education 

and local artists 

http://www.stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz/
mailto:admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz

