Newsletter
Week 7, Term 4
St Michael's School Rotorua 30th November 2021

Term 4, Week 7
Tēnā koutou kātoa e te whānau,
I hope this email finds you safe and well.
New COVID-19 Protection (Traffic Light) Framework
You may have heard that everyone in Aotearoa will move to the new
COVID-19 Traffic Light Framework on Friday 3 December. We will be
moving to Red.
With 85% of eligible New Zealanders now fully vaccinated, and by mid-December it is expected to be
approximately 90%, this allows a careful reopening while continuing to protect New Zealanders.
This means that we don’t have to change the way we are operating at St Michael's this year and
everyone can continue to attend school onsite.
For next year, we can confirm that everyone will be back onsite for learning from the start of the school
year, regardless of what setting under the new Traffic Light Framework we will be in
(Red/Orange/Green). This is good news and means we can plan for a great 2022.
Health measures in place at school
This year and next, health, safety and wellbeing will continue to be a priority for us and the same public
health measures you are very familiar with will remain in place:
• good hygiene and cleaning
• contact tracing systems in place
• vaccination requirements for all staff including volunteers
• if you are sick, you must stay home and get tested
• good ventilation in classrooms
One change is that face coverings are encouraged to be worn when indoors for students and staff in
years 4 – 13. The Ministry has assured us that we can keep the current measures we have in place for
the rest of this year so masks are not compulsary this year.

And if we are at Red at any stage next year:
• face coverings will be required at school when indoors for students and staff in years 4 – 13
• we will ask that only essential visitors come onsite.
With all these measures in place, public health has confirmed the risk of infection remains low when at
school, with households continuing to be where COVID-19 is spreading the most. As noted by Dr
Caroline McElnay, Director of Public Health:

"Our experience in New Zealand and overseas with COVID-19 shows that it does not affect children
and teens in the same way it does adults. Children and teens don't become as unwell if they do get
infected, and they don't tend to pass the virus on so much as adults when in a classroom setting".
Compared to other places, schools and early learning services are not environments where we have
seen significant spread of COVID-19. Household members and work colleagues who are in close
contact with people with COVID-19, are the most common sources of transmission.
However, if we do have someone confirmed with COVID-19 in our school, we have a plan in place to
manage this and will contact you as soon as possible.
If you’d like to learn more about the framework visit COVID-19 Protection Framework.
Obviously we were expecting to be at orange level at the end of this week and were hopeful that we
could continue with our full prizegiving. Due to the fact that we will be at red level and we are only
permitted to have gatherings of a maximum of 100 people, we have decided to have a junior and
senior prizegiving.
The Junior prizegiving will be at 2pm on Wednesday 15 December and will be by invitation only. If your
child is to receive a prize, you will be invited to attend.
The Senior prizegiving will be at 6pm on the same day and will also be by invitation only with parents of
the year 6 students being invited as well as the prize recipients. We will be asking for only two family
members to attend and you will be expected to RSVP to your child's teacher before Tuesday 14
December.
We still plan to take the whole school to the Blue Lake on Thursday 16 December but will have three
bubbles, senior, middle and junior school. We have decided to bus the children to the lake. Vaccinated
parent helpers will be required on the day. Further information to follow.
Also please note our end of year Leavers Mass is for school only, no parents allowed to attend.
Thank you all for your continued support for our amazing little school. Enjoy your week.
Rachael McLanachan
Te tumuaki o te kura Hato Mikaere

2022 NEW ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM FOR CLASSROOM
STATIONERY PACKS
A letter was sent home last week to inform parents we are changing our system for receiving and
paying for classroom stationery packs. We are now trialing OfficeMax MySchool Online for your child's
stationery requirements From 2022 packs will be couriered to your home and are to be returned to

school with your child. It is easy to shop online at myschool.co.nz. Laybys are a option. Just search
for our school, select your child's class / year level for 2022 and follow the instructions on the easy-touse website or if you prefer call the officeMax team on 0800 724440 Monday to Friday, 8.30am to
5pm.
No stationery will be sold from the school office except for new entrants who start school during the
year.

Special Character
CHURCH NEWS
NZ Catholic Magazine
Here is the link for the latest issue of the NZ Catholic
https://indd.adobe.com/view/da517399-e74a-4f9c-8c039c9cd286da00
ADVENT BEGINS 28TH NOVEMBER
Creating Mindful and Meaningful Christmas Celebrations
Children love rituals and traditions. There is nothing more beautiful than watching children’s shiny eyes
and their contagious excitement in anticipation of a festive event, such as, for example, the
approaching Christmas season. “Rituals teach our children that life is good, and that there is order
and harmony.”
The focus on Santa alone and a materialist approach to the Christmas celebrations can strip away the
opportunity to create something really special. “Rituals are keepsakes that live in our hearts”.
A review of 50 years of research on naturally occurring family routines and rituals has revealed that
children from families with meaningful rituals do better academically and socially (Fiese et al., 2002).
Studies have shown that practicing meaningful family rituals can also be a protective factor for
anxiety and depression in adolescents as their connection to family is strong as a result of shared
experiences. So here are some suggestions as to how to introduce some new meaning rituals to add
to your existing Christmas Celebrations.

The Advent Season. Try and slow down the pace before Christmas and deliberately seek out times
where you come together on a regular basis as a family to prepare yourself for Christmas. The Advent
season is a preparation time (Advent meaning “the coming of something important”) and often more
meaningful than the actual Christmas day itself which comes and goes so quickly and can be a
downer for many. The 24-day lead up becomes a meaningful, contemplative process and preparation
time that can be woven into the busyness of the everyday by simply lighting one of the Advent candles
at dinner time.
Make or buy a simple circular Advent wreath for your family dinner, adorn it with four candles and
some decoration. The season of Advent commences on Sunday, 28 November. Each Sunday leading
up to Christmas a new candle is lit. On the fourth Sunday of Advent, there are four candles lit, meaning
that Christmas is only a few days away. The lighting of every Advent candle could be accompanied
with a special Christmas/Advent story, a conversation, sharing a meal, reading a poem, a prayer,
scripture or singing a song together. There are some lovely children’s Christmas story books available
that can be used for these special gatherings that can be brief yet rich. “The Light in the Lantern” and
“Mary’s Little Donkey” are lovely short stories for the 24 days leading up to Christmas.
A meaningful countdown. As an alternative form of an Advent Calendar, families can set up a nature
or seasonal table, a special space where children can place all their treasures. The table could be set
up with a special Christmas cloth and twenty-four stones that make a path for Mary and Joseph
walking the journey to Bethlehem. Children can make the stable out of resources from nature and
decorate this space with treasures from nature as they go along. It is an exciting countdown, an
immersion in a process that lends itself to many meaningful conversations and engagements with the
theme of Christmas.
Nativity Set. Children love nativity sets. Again, they bring meaning and the purpose of the Christmas
celebration into your homes, redirecting the focus from consumerism to the actual meaning of this
feast day. Everyone can relate to the birth of a baby and the immense joy and hope it brings. The sets
can be bought or made. Some craft shops sell little kits that can be hand painted and assembled.
Children can use the figurines for role playing, storytelling and decoration under the Christmas tree.
“Rituals keep us in touch with the fundamentals of life. They connect us with the moral and
spiritual qualities which are otherwise often overlooked in our busyness"

School Journals
It's that time again to have a good hunt around home for our school reading journals, readers and
library books. Could families please return these books to the school before the end of the year.
Many thanks for your co-operation

SPORT NEWS

TOUGH GAL/GUY CHALLENGE HAS BEEN CANCELLED.
For those who paid their fees for this event at the school office please contact the school office with
your bank account details ( admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz ) so a refund can be made. For
families who registered and paid direct to Tough Gal/Guy, you will need to go onto their website to
arrange your refund.

Congratulations to the following Players of the Day for Touch
16/11: Y3/4 - Gia Geyer & Tristan Shaw
16/11: Y5/6 - Noah Knight
16/11: Y1/2 - Milan Geyer & Henry Hall
23/11: Y5/6 - Tommy Walker
24/11: Y3/4 - Tamia Petersen; Eli Hughes & Molly Tyagi
24/11: Y1/2 - Charlie Corbett & Connor Geyer

Board of Trustees
Our Next Board Meeting is Thursday 9th December
At each BOT meeting - twice a term - policies are reviewed. If you would
like to communicate with the BOT, you are welcome to email our
independent e-mail address; botstmichaels@gmail.com or alternatively,
send letters to the school in an envelope marked "Board of Trustees."

You are also welcome to attend any meeting, however, if you would like to have speaking rights, you
need to request this from the chair using the email address This email address can be accessed by

both Alistair Burns (Chair) and Jenny Chapman (Deputy Chair)

Second Hand uniforms / JPC Tops
We have a lot of second hand uniforms available to families for a small donation for the Missions
(please come and see Mrs Bartle in the office) Also we have acquired a few white JPC polo shirts, sizes
ranging from 10yrs to 14yrs and 1 small adult size. Free to a good home.

Upcoming Events For Term 4
Thur 2nd Dec - Year 6 Leavers Retreat - Tyburn Monastery
Fri 3rd Dec - Last day for PTA Salami orders
Mon 6th Dec - Kids christmas Stall opens in the Library during
lunchtimes
Thur 9th Dec - 11.30am Whole School Leavers Mass -School
only
Thur 9th Dec - BOT Christmas Function 6pm
Tue 14th Dec - Y6 Leavers Lunch 12.30pm
Wed 15th Dec - Prizegiving - Junior 2pm / Senior 6pm
Thur 16th Dec - School Picnic at the Blue Lake- 9.30am
Fri 17th Dec - Last Day Term 4 - early finishing 12pm - no
buses in afternoon pick up
Sat 18th Dec - PTA Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 8.30am to 4pm
Term dates for 2022
Term One: Thursday 3rd February - Thursday 14th April 2022
Term Two: 2nd May - 8 July 2022
Term Three: 25th July - 30th September 2022
Term Four: 17th Oct - end date to be confirmed.

PTA NEWS
Salami Fundraiser:
There will be an order form going home with the kids shortly. Please support the PTA Basecamp
Salami fundraiser. Last day for orders are 03/12/21 and order pick up will be after school on the
10/12/21 from 2:30pm. Great idea for a Christmas gifts or for your own pantry.
Basecamp Venison Salami - Hand Crafter Manuka Smoked (Dairy / Gluten free) - $30 per 1Kg Salami.
Flavour Options: Garlic, Red wine & cracked pepper, Hot Chilli, Pepperoni, Juniper
A huge thank you to the following Gala sponsors to date:
Polynesian Spa; Pig N Whistle & Capers Cafe; Bunnings Rotorua Activity Organizer; Whittakers;
Duck Tour; Redwoods Tree Walk; Cobb & Co; Barkers NZ; Mountain Bike Rotorua; Good Easter;
Canopy Tours; Paradise Valley Lion Park; Mini Golf Rotorua; The Fainting Goat / Fat Dog and
Tendercare

Toys Or Teddy Bears:

If anyone has any Teddy’s or toys (especially those McDonald Happy meal toys) that you have kept
aside for us to use for our Gala next year, these can be left/ dropped off in the allocated box in the
office. Please ensure these are in a good used condition.
Christmas Stall for the kids:
Stall dates are on the 6th, 7th & 8th December during lunch time in the library.
The kids love the buying gifts that they get to choose for all their family members
All gifts are $3 each.
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 18/12/21:
We have another Bunnings Sausage stall on Saturday 18/12/21 from 8:30am – 4:00pm. We are
looking for enough helpers to divide the day into 3 shifts, we need 4 helpers per shift. Please email
pta@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz if you are able to help
1st Shift: 8:30am – 11:00am
2nd Shift: 11:00am – 1:30pm
3rd Shift: 1:30pm - 4:00pm
Regards,
St Michael's School PTA

SALAMI
FUNDRAISER

NZ UNIFORMS
This is to advise parents that the NZ Uniform shop will be closed for staff training on the morning of
Monday the 13th of December, and opening at 1.30pm until 5pm. Normal hours from Tuesday 14th

All in for tamariki - A whanau perspective
Educators, parents and whānau across Aotearoa are passionate about making sure our education
system fulfils the potential of every tamaiti. Ngā Aukaha All in for Tamariki is a campaign to address
the underfunding in the education system, so that all tamariki can access the support they need to
thrive.
We are very excited to have local parents and their tamariki share with us their very personal stories
about navigating the learning support system in Aotearoa.
We invite you all to join us as we come together to campaign for changes that meet the desires and
aspirations of all whanau and kura. We all agree that significant system changes need to happen now.
Date: Wednesday December 1st
Time: 6:00pm-7:00pm
Please register to join this online session: https://action.nzei.org.nz/events/all-in-for-tamariki-awhanau-perspective
Please share the link with all your whanau, community groups and networks and join the campaign
https://www.ngaaukaha.org/
Look forward to you all joining us.
July Mclean
NZEI BOP Field Officer

PRIMARY PARENTS: Preparing for the Teen Years, it's never
too early!
'Building Resilience in Children during Lockdown and Life'
ImpACT-Mental Health work with many schools, parents, children, teenagers and educators, who
enjoy their Resilience based education programmes, as well as providing one to one coaching
packages. Covid, Lockdowns and our rapidly changing world appear to be causing higher states of
anxiety and a decline in overall mental health, for our youth and adults alike.

Parents if you would like some more tools, strategies and techniques to help you in the area of Mental
Health. ImpACT health have a parent presentation - Preparing for the Teen Years it's Never Too
Early!!! into a webinar.

The three biggest issues parents want to avoid during the teen years are Mental Health, Breakdown in
Communication/Relationships, and Unhealthy Coping Mechanisms (addiction, avoidance, self-harm).
ImpACT-Mental Health aims to empower Primary Parents with strategies to build solid foundations in
their children NOW in order to build resilient, autonomous teens who are prepared with tools to face
whatever life throws at them.

Below is the link to their up and coming webinar

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/primary-parents-preparing-for-the-teen-years-its-never-too-earlytickets-168198079985

New Homes for Collie Drive, Rotorua / Kainga Ora Homes
and Community
To help meet the high demand for housing in Rotorua, around 60 new homes are proposed
for a 4.6 hectare subdivision purchased at 85 Collie Drive, Pukehangi. These modern, warm and dry
houses will help provide Rotorua whānau in need of housing with a place to call
home.
What is planned
We are planning around 60 homes for the build ready subdivision at Collie
Drive, Pukehangi, to be delivered in two stages. In the first stage, 37 single storey homes are planned.
These would be a mix of two, three and four bedroom homes, with 14 meeting universal design
standards. They would be fully insulated, with double glazing, carpets and curtains and be built to 6
Homestar and Healthy Homes standards. Each home would have
a deck and an easy to maintain and fenced private section with garden area.
A shared green space is part of the development, and the subdivision would be landscaped. An area of
the land near the entrance is stormwater reserve, and will remain as an open and maintained grass
area. We are exploring options for the second stage of the development, of around 25 homes. Parking
and access An internal loop road will allow access to homes at the rear of the site, and all homes will
have allocated off-street parking.
Community drop-in session
Please join us to find out more about these homes, ask questions and
give feedback on the proposed development – all welcome:
• Thursday 2 December, 5-6.30pm (drop in any time)
Aorangi School Hall, 3 Gem Street, Pukehangi

Who will live in the new homes
Kāinga Ora will match homes to people and families on the Housing Register. These would be their
long term homes with priority given to those in greatest need of a home and considering location due

to work, whānau, education and other factors.
Next steps and timeframes
All feedback will be considered ahead of applying to Rotorua Lakes Council for resource consent in
early December. Subject to these, work is expected to start on site in mid-2022. By using off-site
manufactured homes, and with infrastructure like roads and three waters already in place, completion
of the first 37 homes is expected by the end of 2022.

Questions?
If you have any questions, or to sign up to our database to be kept up to date, please contact:
Troy Brown Stakeholder Relationship Manager Phone: 0800 801 601 (please ask to be transferred) or
021 579 965 Email:bayofplenty@kaingaora.govt.nz

Our Website
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07 348 1362
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