Mission Statement
‘To provide a sound, balanced education in a Catholic environment’

NEWSLETTER – 13th April 2021
Dear Parents/ Caregivers,
With Term One drawing to an end, we have so much to be grateful for. This time last year we were all in
lock down, learning from home and navigating a pandemic.
Term One in 2021 has seen our children participate in sports, water safety, camp, school Masses and
liturgies, while students around the world continue to learn remotely. We are truly blessed.
Last week we received our draft Catholic Character Review Report.
The review team reported that they are “Confident that St Michael’s Rotorua is working hard to honour
the mandate to be Catholic, and that the proprietor can be confident in the efforts being made. The
Review Team would like to thank the whole community of St Michael’s Catholic School for the
opportunity to experience the way that they safeguard and strengthen their Catholic special character.
Also a huge thank you for the welcome, hospitality and warmth we experienced during our time with
you.” Terry and Wendy Consedine.
Thank you to everyone involved in welcoming Terry and Wendy to our school. They reiterated what we
already know, that St Michael’s Catholic School is a wonderful place to learn and grow in faith.
As this Friday is our last day before the holidays, the children are invited to wear mufti. This is a free
mufti to thank the children for their hard work and fabulous behaviour during the term. Our children are
so open and welcoming to visitors and new students. They make me very proud when I am showing
visitors around the school and they come up to offer a welcome and introduce themselves. Many
visitors and new parents to our school have commented on how friendly and accepting our children are.
Nice job kids!
Next term Marion Brits and I will be offering a Baptism course to those children in Year 1-3 who wish to
be Baptised. This programme is for families who are genuine about their children becoming a part of
the Catholic Church. Becoming a Catholic is a huge step and it requires significant commitment. The
course will start on Sunday 8 May and will run through to Sunday 20 June when we will celebrate the
Baptism of the children at a school Mass. There will be no classes on Queen’s Birthday weekend.
Classes will take place after the 8am Mass for 1 hour. Year 4 - 6 children will have the opportunity to
join the Sacraments of Initiation later this year. If you wish for your child to be Baptised, please fill out
the form attached to this newsletter.

Ma te atua koutou e manaaki,
May God bless and protect you all,
Rachael McLanachan
(Acting Principal)
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WHATS ON
Tues 13/4
Frid 16/4

Rosary 5pm St Michael’s Churchpraying re Principal Appointment
process
Last day Term 1 - Mufti Day

19/4-30/4

School Holidays

Mon 3/5

Back to School - Term 2 begins

Tues 4/5

Sat 8/5

Anti Bullying (Pink shirt Day)
Star Wars Day
12.30pm Y5/6 Mara Kai Trip
Rotorua Mini Marathon 9am - Energy
Events Centre
JPC Open Day

Sun 9/5

Mothers Day

Sun 9/5

8am Mass St Michael’s Church
followed by Baptism classes Lesson 1
Mothers Day Out - St Michael’s School

Frid 7/5

Mon 10/5
Frid 14/5
Sun 16/5
Tues 18/5
Sun 23/5
Wed 26/5
Thur 27/5
31/5 - 4/6

TEACHER ONLY DAY - SCHOOL
CLOSED
8am Mass St Michael’s Church
followed by Baptism classes Lesson 2
Catholic Sports / cultural Day
8am Mass St Michael’s Church
followed by Baptism classes Lesson 3
Cross Country with St Mary’s school
1pm
Class Mass Galilee - departing school
at 8.30 sharp - 9am Mass St Michael’s
Church
Y3-Y6 Swimming Programme
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Easter is always a busy time of the year and we are so blessed to live in a country where Easter is
celebrated and is a time of a public holiday. We have many ceremonies at this time of Easter and it is often
referred to as the Easter Triduum. This refers to the three days in the Church’s calendar which express the
central mystery of our Christian faith. It begins on Holy Thursday as we focus on Jesus’ farewell words and
deeds at the Last Supper. Good Friday is when we ponder the events of his suffering and death. It finishes
with the Easter Vigil when we celebrate the liberation of humankind through Christ’s resurrection. This
three-stage sequence of worship allows us to take in an enormous mystery in small parts and to relate it to
our own lives - the sorrows, joys, successes and failures.
Of all the Church’s celebrations throughout the year, the Easter Triduum is considered the highpoint. This
is why we are also busy at school learning about all the events that occur at this time. We had the Amazing
Race on 1st April - a fun race where teams had to do a range of activities to collect a picture of one of the
Stations of the Cross at each activity and then race to the hall to place all the Stations of the Cross in the
correct order. Many thanks to all staff helping to run this event. We also had a Holy Thursday/Good Friday
Liturgy and when we returned to school on Wednesday 7th April, we celebrated an Easter Liturgy together.
We are now in the liturgical season of Easter which lasts for 50 days. At the 40 day mark, we celebrate the
Ascension (Jesus goes up to heaven) which is followed by Pentecost.
During this season, we pray that we all walk a closer path with Jesus.
Dear Lord,
The veil of darkness
Transformed to the brightest light
The most dreadful end
Became the most beautiful beginning
The depths of despair
Fade to reveal hope everlasting
The curse of death
Defeated by eternal life
Thank you Lord, for the wonder of Easter.
Amen (www.lords-prayer-words.com)
Marion Brits
Director of Religious Studies

REMINDER
We still have some outstanding touch sport uniforms that need to be returned to Mrs Goodrick
before the end of this week. If uniforms are not returned families will be invoiced the cost to
replace these.

pg. 3

pg. 4

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY

www.stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz Email: admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz PH: 073481362
76 Lisa Crescent, Western Heights, P O Box 8041, Rotorua 3047
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Programme for the Sacrament of Baptism
Introduction:
This programme is for families who are genuine about their children becoming a part of the Catholic
Church. Becoming a Catholic is a huge step and it requires significant commitment. This course is only
offered to Year 1 - 3 children as the older children are able to join the full programme in November at St
Mary’s Church. This programme offers all the Sacraments of Initiation; Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist
and runs through to May the following year.
The children will learn about the basic Catholic beliefs and prayer. They will study the first Sacrament of
Initiation of the Catholic Church: Baptism. They will need to be able to make The Sign of the Cross and
to recite from memory: the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Glory Be. From their enrolment the children
together with their parents will be required to attend Sunday Mass weekly to show their readiness and
commitment to become a part of the Church. The Mass is an important part of the programme.
Parents must be present during this programme, attend the Parent Sessions and assist with the marking of
the workbooks.
We would appreciate it if you would make the following commitments which will ensure that your
child fully benefits from the programme. You may need some time to consider this serious
commitment before signing it.
We ask that all Parents and children will:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Attend all lessons and the 8am Mass at St Michael’s Church
Develop a personal relationship with Jesus through daily prayer
Demonstrate appropriate behaviour
Complete all worksheets and homework
Agree to “catch-up” on any lessons missed (due to unavoidable reasons) through arrangements
made with Marion Brits
6. Parents will attend all Parent Sessions
The Baptism course will be run at St Michael’s Church by Rachael McLanachan and Marion Brits.
Time: 8am Mass followed by 1 hour lesson in the Crypt
When:
Week One - Lesson 1 Sunday 9 May
Week Two - Lesson 2 Sunday 16 May
Week Three - Lesson 3 Sunday 23 May
Week Four - Lesson 4 Sunday 30 May
Week Five - Lesson 5 Sunday 13 June
Week Six - Baptism/ Whole School Mass Sunday 20 June.

I accept the responsibility of the above commitments
Fees: $20 payable upon enrolment.

Signature: ________________________________ Date: ______________
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St Michael’s Catholic Church - Rotorua
Enrolment for the Programme
For the Sacrament of Baptism
Child’s Surname: _____________________________
Christian Names: ___________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: ________________________________
School: St Michael’s Catholic Primary School
Year Level: ____

Father’s Name: ______________________________Religion: _______________________
Mother’s Name: ______________________________Religion: _______________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________
Phone: Home: ______________________________Work: ___________________________
Parents’ email: ______________________________________________________________
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