Newsletter
Week 9, Term 4
St Michael's School Rotorua 14th December 2021

Term 4, Week 9
Tēnā koutou kātoa e te whānau,
Seasons Greeting everyone. 2021 is coming to an end and although we
have had another Covid disrupted year, we have much to be grateful for.
We are so grateful to our community for the continued support and love
we receive from you all. To the coaches, camp helpers, class helpers,
P.T.A members and our Board, thank you for your time. Many exciting
opportunities would not be possible without your dedication to St
Michael's.
I would like to take this opportunity to say how fortunate I feel to be working alongside such a great
group of people. The drive, passion and determination shown by our staff this year, underpinned by
skill, knowledge and empathy, has seen teaching and learning continue to raise progress and
achievement despite the ever changing social, learning and emotional needs that we are confronted
with.
Staff Changes
Marion Brits has been granted a years refreshment leave to pursue personal interests. We welcome Jo
Fleet and Ruth Simpson who have been employed for the year to work alongside Zenobia Knox in the
middle school.
It is with sadness that we farewell one of St Michael’s most beloved and respected members of our
whanau. Bronwyn Bartle isn’t just a hard worker, caring friend and reliable co-worker, she has been the
backbone of St Michael’s for over 25 years, the friendly voice at the end of the phone, a caring hand for
our children and a wonderful friend to staff members. We are grateful for the contribution she has
made during her time at St Michael's and we will miss her terribly.
It is now time to take a break and put your feet up Bronwyn. I am sure you will find many pursuits to
keep yourself busy. Congratulations on your retirement, you deserve it.
Moving forward into 2022 is an exciting time. We have a team that thrives on change, diversity and
progress. The team is focused on accelerating learning by identifying students interests, needs and
next learning steps and by focusing on the whole child, both physically, mentally and spiritually. The

teaching and learning our children experience at St Michael’s School is nothing short of outstanding.
The opportunities being afforded to our learners is of the highest quality and meet the diverse range of
learning needs. Bring on 2022!
In this season of Advent, we are reminded of the sacred meaning of Christmas. Despite the secular
preparations taking place, eg buying presents and going to parties, Advent reminds us to remember
and prepare for the birth of Jesus. It is a time of joy and goodwill.
We wish you all

Rachael McLanachan
Te tumuaki o te kura Hato Mikaere

WHANAU MEETING
Whanau meeting dates have been set for Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 3rd of February. This is an
opportunity for you to come and meet with your child's teacher to discuss the learning needs of your
child and to set goals for 2022. We look forward to seeing you all.
Use the link and password below to log on to the School Interviews App.
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code/wazxy

HOW TO ORDER YOUR CHILD'S CLASS STATIONERY FOR
2022
1. Navigate to our school's landing page by clicking on this link
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stmichaelsrotorua
2. This link should open on our schools landing page where you click on the 'view the requirement
lists - green square.
3. You will then see four lists; Y0/1The Ark; Y1/2 The Ark, Y3/4 Eden; and Y5/6 Galilee. You need to
make sure you know what year level your child will be next year to select the correct classroom
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4. You can get your order now and pay in 6 weekly, interest free payments with layby. All orders
made in December families will receive a free magnetic whiteboard family organiser.
5. For any queries please phone the friendly team at OfficeMax 0800 724 440 or If all else fails
please come into the school office and someone will help you.
6. Please do not make changes to the stationery lists, all items listed must be returned to the
classroom teacher at the beginning of Term 1 (3 February 2022). Your co-operation with this
matter will be most appreciated.

No stationery will be sold from the school office except for new entrants who start school during the
year. We also suggest you order and pay online before January 14th to avoid delivery delays.

SPECIAL CHARACTER
CHURCH NEWS
Enrolment for the Sacramental Programme (Confirmation,
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion) only for Children who are
baptised Catholics.
The enrolment forms are now available at the Parish Office, 8am until
2.30pm Tuesdays through to Fridays. If your child / children are not baptised in Rotorua, please, bring
along your baptismal certificates at the time of enrolment. The children are required to be 7 years old
by June 12, 2022, to qualify to enter this Programme. If you have any queries, please phone the Parish
Office 07 348 0289 ext. 2.
NZ Catholic Magazine: Here is the link for the latest copy of the NZ Catholic
https://indd.adobe.com/view/ec3d8d91-1f86-4c52-948e-16a861c4ab70
MASS TIMES: SUNDAYS. (Online Booking -This is the link to book mass for 18/19thhttps://www.cognitoforms.com/AlexBailey1/StMarysStMichaelsRotorua
1. ST MICHAEL:
SATURDAY: 5.00 pm, - With Vaccine Pass (100)
SUNDAY: 8.00 am, -With Vaccine Pass (100)
11.30, am - With Vaccine Pass (100)
5.30, pm – Without Vaccine Pass (25)- Additional
2. ST MARY’S:
SATURDAY: 5.30 pm – Without Vaccine Pass (25)
SUNDAY :10.00 am, - With Vaccine Pass (100)
5.00 pm, - With Vaccine Pass (100)

FAREWELL YEAR SIX

Good Luck with your future endeavours.
May you always remember with pride
your time at St Michael's School

SCHOOL JOURNALS
It's that time again to have a good hunt around home for our school reading journals, readers and
library books. Could families please return these books to the school before the end of the year.
Many thanks for your co-operation

WEDNESDAY BREAD
Bread will still be delivered throughout the holidays on Wednesdays. Pick up point will be at the top of
May Road Driveway. Any queries please contact Tracey 0273197810

SPORT NEWS
TOUGH GAL/GUY CHALLENGE REFUNDS
For those who paid their fees for this event at the school office please contact the school office
tomorrow with your bank account details ( admin@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz ) so a refund can be
made. For families who registered and paid direct to Tough Gal/Guy, you will need to go onto their
website to arrange your refund.

Congratulations to the following Players of the Day for Touch
30/11: Y5/6 - Ricoh Amotawa
01/12: Y3/4 - No Game
03/12: Y1/2 - Charlie Clough-Corbett / Amelia Knight
Results for the semi and finals- A big congratulations to our Touch players
Y1/2 : They were 1st in their Division and second overall in the tournament. Players were amazing and
played their hearts out. The team chose Amelia Knight as the MVP.
Y3/4: Player of the day on the 11th was Jerome Assen. The players were awesome they came second
place overall
Y5/6: Good result they came third overall. Great season, the team played their hearts out. The player
of the day was Arin Simpkins and Michaella Benham. Congratulations to Noah Knight, player of the
year.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
On behalf of the board we would like to thank the staff for their
wonderful work and support during 2021. Its certainly been a year of
challenges for staff and board coping with the disruptions of Covid,
hiring of our new Principal and school maintenance.
Changes
A huge thank you to our Proprietor reps especially Jenny Chapman who
has recently stepped down, your support and guidance was invaluable.
Also a big thank you to Alistair Burns who has stepped down as
Chairperson. We look forward to an exciting year ahead and wish all the families and staff a very
happy and safe Christmas.
St Michael's School Board of Trustees
Nick Horton (Chair), Rachael McLanachan(Principal) Alistair Burns, Tamsyn Petersen, Amiria
Savea, Marion Brits (Staff Rep), Bridget Aitchison (Proprietor Rep), Jenny Chapman (Proprietor
Rep) & Jo Brannigan (Proprietor Rep)

Upcoming Events For Term 4
Wed 15th Dec - Prizegiving - Junior 2pm / Senior 6pm - by
invitation only
Thur 16th Dec - water sports - Whole school Fun day, children to
bring togs / towel
Fri 17th Dec - Last Day Term 4 - early finishing 12pm - Buses
will be running for 12pm pickup
Sat 18th Dec - PTA Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 8.30am to 4pm
Term dates for 2022
Term One: Thursday 3rd February - Thursday 14th April 2022
Term Two: 2nd May - 8 July 2022
Term Three: 25th July - 30th September 2022
Term Four: 17th Oct - end date to be confirmed.

PTA NEWS
A huge thank you to the following Gala sponsors to date:
Polynesian Spa; Pig N Whistle & Capers Cafe; Bunnings Rotorua Activity Organizer; Whittakers;
Duck Tour; Redwoods Tree Walk; Cobb & Co; Barkers NZ; Mountain Bike Rotorua; Good Easter;
Canopy Tours; Paradise Valley Lion Park; Mini Golf Rotorua; The Fainting Goat / Fat Dog and
Tendercare
Gala Items:
If anyone has any Teddy’s or toys (especially those McDonald Happy meal toys) that you have kept
aside for us to use for the Gala there will be a box in the office for you to drop off any items. Please
ensure these are in a good used condition.
Christmas Stall for the kids:
It was such a pleasure seeing the excited faces of all the kids choosing their Christmas present for
their Whanau at the Christmas Stall this year. Thanks to all the lovely helpers that made this all
possible for our tamariki.
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 18/12/21:
We have another Bunnings Sausage stall on Saturday 18/12/21 from 8:30am – 4:00pm. We are
looking for enough helpers to divide the day into 3 shifts, we need 4 helpers per shift. Please email
pta@stmichaelsrotorua.school.nz if you are able to help
1st Shift: 8:30am – 11:00am
2nd Shift: 11:00am – 1:30pm
3rd Shift: 1:30pm - 4:00pm
Regards,
St Michael's School PTA

FAREWELL ST MICHAEL'S SCHOOL

Well sadly this is my last newsletter, I cannot believe how fast 26 years have gone. I have so enjoyed
getting to know our school families and working along side such an awesome bunch of teachers and
support staff. My two sons Matthew and Casey attended this school from 1987 to 1994. During this
time I was on the PTA committee as the Finance Officer and made life long friends. The Catholic
Character is what makes this school so special. I joined the church and became a Catholic in 1991 and
is one of the reasons St Michael's School will always have a special place in my heart. No doubt you
may see me from time to time, I think its going to be hard not to stay away.
I would like to wish families and staff a very happy and safe Christmas and a great 2022.

Bronwyn Bartle
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